METRO, 4A 
Detroit’s QLINE to 
keep later hours 


Starting Jan.1, it'll run until 
midnight weekdays, 2 a.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays. 


NATION+WORLD, 9A 


Road-weary 
truckers risk lives 


A USA TODAY Network 
investigation finds fatigued 
drivers a looming threat. 


JOHN GALLAGHER, 6A 
The 2018 outlook 
for U.S. workers 


Pressing issues will include 
minimum wage agitation 
and workplace harassment. 


BOWLING FOR 
A FINAL WIN 


\ Lewerke, Spartans battled Washington 


\ State in Holiday Bowl 
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CANADIAN ARCTIC BLAST 


QUICK CHANGE TO WATERWAYS 


eep freeze puts 
reat Lakes on ice 
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Dave Basnaw of Port Huron breaks the ice while preparing t 


Township on Thursday. RYAN GARZA/DETROIT FREE PRESS 


Keith Matheny Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK 


Boy, that escalated quickly! 


ice coverage, 1973-2017 


A blast of frigid air from the Canadian Arctic 


over the past several days has the Great Lakes rap- 
idly freezing over. After two straight winters of be- 
low-average ice cover, this one is shaping up to at 
least meet long-term averages, or be even icier. 
The Great Lakes cumulatively went from 3.3% to 
9.4% ice covered in just five days, from Dec. 22 


‘Call Me by 
Your Name’ 
explores 
first love 


MOVIES+LIFE, 1C 
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o ice fish on frozen Lake St. Clair in Ira 


Great Lakes annual maximum 


92.5% 
2014 


40% _ Long-term 


through Wednesday, with continued cold temper- 
atures expected to keep that number rising quickly. 
The Great Lakes at this time last year had just 3.2% 
ice cover — and a scant 0.3% ice cover at this time 


average 


1 55% 


12.9% 


in 2015. 


See GREAT LAKES, Page 10A 


2012 


1973 


2017 


SOURCE: NOAA - Great Lakes Environmental Research Laboratory 


X More inside: Cold records shattered in Michigan as stubborn mass of arctic air fails to budge. Metro, 4A 


Tom 
Casperson 


Towing 
titan used 
big pull in 
Lansing 


Wiretaps disclose how Fiore 
nailed down $2M contract 


Brian 
Banks 


Gasper 
Fiore 


Tresa Baldas and Keith Matheny 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Towing titan Gasper Fiore was so political- 
ly connected that his daughter last year 
helped write an amendment to the Michigan 
Department of Transportation budget that 
ensured his company would win a multi- 
million-dollar contract, federal documents 
show. 

In the end, the amendment wasn’t neces- 
sary. MDOT backed down — and Fiore was 
told nearly a month in advance that he would 
get the contract when it was awarded, which 
he did, according to FBI wiretap evidence. 

Along the way, Fiore, who for years dom- 
inated the towing industry in southeastern 
Michigan, appeared to have gotten help from 
then state Rep. Brian Banks, D-Detroit, and, 
possibly, state Sen. Tom Casperson, R-Esca- 
naba, who chairs the Senate Transportation 
Committee, the wiretapped conversations 
show. 

In wiretap evidence obtained by the Free 
Press this week, the FBI offers a glimpse into 
how the well-connected Fiore built his towing 
empire by currying favor with high-ranking 
officials across southeast Michigan. While 


See FIORE, Page 3A 


GM patents an airbag that can protect pedestrians in a crash 


Phoebe Wall Howard Detroit Free Press in seven U.S. traffic deaths. In 2015 and hit their heads on the heavy frame piece 
COMING SUNDAY > : : ; , : ; : à ; 
USA TODAY NETWORK The pedestrian protection airbag could be- 5,376 holding the windshield, said Maeva Ribas, 
Mike Thompson’s come an important engineering solution in the pedestrians manager of design analysis at The Carlab, an 
year in review General Motors has received a patent foran future,” said Tom Wilkerson, safety communi- re killed automotive product planning consultant. 
airbag on the outside of vehicles designed to cations spokesman for GM. bahia e In 2015, 5,376 pedestrians were killed by 
A Better Michigan returns “provide protection to a pedestrian,” the latest Itis not the initial impact from a vehiclethat PY saraan cars in the United States, 15% of traffic 
Sunday with an illustrated iteration in an industry effort to address a is most likely to kill pedestrians, but secondary the United 
look at the year that was. growing problem that accounts for roughly one impact when pedestrians pass over the hood States. See AIRBAG, Page 10A 
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WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE 


2018 GMC TERRAIN SLE 


ULTRA LOW MILEAGE LEASE FOR WELL QUALIFIED GM EMPLOYEE PROGRAM 
PARTICIPANTS WITH A CURRENT ELIGIBLE GM LEASE 


S253 Sn 5253 S 


PAYMENT DUE AT 
3J9-MONTH LEASE $0 DOWN PAYMENT 


SIGNING AFTER 
ALL OFFERS 
TAX, TITLE, LICENSE AND DEALER FEES EXTRA. No security deposit required. 
Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 32,500 miles. At participating dealers only. 


VISIT YOUR LOCAL 
GMC DEALER 


GMC.COM 


MUST BE A CURRENT GM LESSEE THROUGH ALLY, US BANK OR GM FINANCIAL. Payments for a 2018 Terrain SLE with an MSRP of $28,815. 39 monthly payments total $9,867, Payments may be higher in some states. Option to purchase at lease end for an amount to be determined at lease signing. 
GM Financial must approve lease. Take delivery by 1/2/18. Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 32,500 miles. Lessee pays for maintenance, excess wear and a disposition fee of $495 or less at end of lease. Not available with some other offers. Residency restrictions apply. ©2017 General Motors. All rights 


(ol ine 
reserved. GMC® Terrain DF-0000330689 


